[Delayed hydrothorax induced by a pericutaneous central venous catheter; report of a case].
We report herein a case of 53-year-old woman who suffered a hydrothorax induced by a central venous catheter which had been placed to facilitate total parenteral nutrition. The central venous catheter was inserted into the superior vena cava through the right subclavian vein. Chest X-ray film after insertion revealed proper position of the tip. She suddenly developed dyspnea and tachycardia due to right-sided hydrothorax 21 days after the insertion of the catheter. Chest X-ray showed massive pleural effusion in the right thorax, and the catheter tip inadvertently turned upward. The continuous mechanical force of the catheter tip against the SVC wall was considered to be the cause of this life-threatening delayed hydrothorax.